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NOTICES. 

Die Culturvolker Alt-Amerika's, by Dr. Gustav Briihl. xxiii, ^16 
pages. 8vo. Benziger Bros. , Cincinnati, iSyj-iSSj. 

The first chapter of this interesting work is devoted to a descrip- 
tion of the mounds and monuments of the Mississippi valley, their 
form and contents, and such comparison with similar structures found 
elsewhere as may aid in reaching a satisfactory conclusion regarding 
the status of their builders. The monuments and antiquities of 
Mexico are discussed quite fully in the second chapter, with such a 
wealth of references as to render it an easy task to continue the 
study here incited. 

The next chapter carries the same subject of investigation south- 
ward into Chiapas and Yucatan. The resemblance that the temples 
here found bear to those in Mexico is referred to, with the qualify- 
ing remark that they appear to belong to a later period. The shape 
of the buildings and character of ornamentation are not, as else- 
where, of varied or irregular shapes, but the square prevails even to 
the exclusion of all other forms. The author does not regard the 
preservation of the timbers and colors in the temples and palaces of 
Yucatan as valuable evidence in trying to decide upon their antiquity, 
deeming it unsafe to say more than that they were vacated not less 
than three or four hundred years ago. 

The three following chapters are devoted to descriptions of ruins 
that have been found in the Central and South American States, 
with especial attention to Peru. In referring to the ancient Peru- 
vians, he says: "Their pottery, utensils of metal, tools, woven and 
feather work, show their skill in the technical arts ; their streets, 
bridges, and stopping places, give us an insight into their means of 
intercommunication ; their aqueducts, reservoirs, hanging gardens, 
and farn^ing implements, reveal their management of agricultural 
affairs; their palaces, temples, and elegant buildings show their 
progress in architecture and their esthetic tastes ; their fortresses give 
evidence of their knowledge of military affairs ; their dials show an 
acquaintance with astronomy, the trepanned skulls a knowledge of 
surgery, while their mode of burial tells their views regarding a fu- 
ture life. Their prisons and places of execution show us how they 
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punished offenders ; the position of the cities and" the way in which 
they were laid out show the density of the population ; the absence 
of private quarters gives evidence of the condition of the masses. 
Everything points to an aristocratic form of government, a people 
divided into classes, a division of labor, and obedience to authority." 

A very interesting chapter is devoted to the antiquities found 
upon the Colorado, Rio Grande, and their tributaries, describing 
in detail the ruins already made somewhat familiar to us by the 
investigators sent out by our Government, while some attention is 
devoted to the pueblos now inhabited, especially the Moqui towns. 

"Next to the monuments and survivals of mechanic skill come 
writing and writings (Schrift und Schriftthum) as the best standard 
for measuring the culture of a people, for herein are revealed not 
only the skill of the people, their esthetic conception, social and 
religious views, but their whole stock of knowledge, their entire 
mental nature." 

The above beginning to the following chapter gives a good idea 
of its contents; while equally exhaustive and instructive are the 
discussions upon : time reckoning ; the host and hewer of progress ; 
physical ^nd mental peculiarities ; clothing; food; agriculture and 
division of land ; works of art and skill ; architecture ; sale and 
barter ; the social organization. The conclusions here reached are : 

1. The Indians of Mexico and Central and South America were 
very hospitable. 

2. Their houses were large or a number were built together for 
the occupancy of blood-kindred. 

3. The landed property was held in common. 

The remaining chapters are upon : art of war, religion and culture, 
and burial ceremonies; each supplemented by a list of references, 
while the entire work is made more valuable by the addition of a 
catalogue of the author's library of ethnological books. 

J. Howard Gore. 



Archivfiir Anthropologic, July, 1887. — Wie kann der Symphysiswin- 
kel des Unterkiefers exact gemessen werden ? Mittheilung von 
Professor Dr. Aurel v. Tbrbk, Director des anthropologischen 
Museums in Budapest. 

The writer describes with great accuracy the difficulties to be en- 
countered in making an exact measurement of the symphysis angle 



